Causes:

Treaty of Versailles: Signed in 1919, it imposed harsh penalties on Germany, leading to resentment and economic instability.
Rise of Fascism: Mussolini's fascist regime in Italy and Hitler's rise to power in Germany promoted militarism and expansionism.
Japanese Expansionism: Japan sought to establish dominance in Asia through conquests in China and Southeast Asia.
Key Events:

1939: Germany's invasion of Poland triggered the war; Britain and France declared war on Germany.
1940: Germany conquered Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Belgium, and France.
1941: Germany invaded the Soviet Union; Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, drawing the U.S. into the conflict.
1942-1943: Battles such as Stalingrad, Midway, El Alamein, and Guadalcanal were turning points in the war.
1944: D-Day invasion; Allies liberated France and advanced towards Germany.
1945: Germany surrendered in May; atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki led to Japan's surrender in August.
Major Powers:

Allied Powers: United States, Soviet Union, United Kingdom, China, France, and others.
Axis Powers: Germany, Italy, Japan, Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria.
Holocaust:

Systematic genocide of Jews and other groups by Nazi Germany in concentration camps.
Casualties:

Military and civilian casualties exceeded 70 million, with millions more wounded and displaced.
Generals and Leaders:

Adolf Hitler: Fuhrer of Nazi Germany.
Joseph Stalin: Premier of the Soviet Union.
Winston Churchill: Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.
Franklin D. Roosevelt: President of the United States until his death in 1945.
Emperor Hirohito: Emperor of Japan.
Quotes and Orders:

"Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few." - Winston Churchill.
"I fear all we have done is to awaken a sleeping giant and fill him with a terrible resolve." - Isoroku Yamamoto, Japanese Admiral, after the attack on Pearl Harbor.
"In victory, magnanimity." - Winston Churchill.
Additional Battles and Details:

Battle of Kursk: Largest tank battle in history, fought between Germany and the Soviet Union in 1943.
Battle of the Bulge: Germany's last major offensive on the Western Front in 1944.
Siege of Leningrad: Lengthy blockade of the city by German forces, resulting in hundreds of thousands of civilian deaths.
Battle of Okinawa: One of the bloodiest battles in the Pacific, preceding the planned invasion of Japan.